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Wish you an environment friendly
Diwali!

Diwali is celebrated with great
enthusiasm all across the world.. The
festival has several expressions in India
but the picture that comes to mind is of
swaying colourful lanterns, toran,
earthen diyas lighting up the rangoli and
of course, new clothes, gifts and the
sweets and snacks bursting out of food
cupboards.

Dear Paryavaran Mitra,

People also believe that Goddess Laxmi
visits only a clean, green and serene
home or workplace.

But when we celebrate Diwali, do we
think of the damage we do to our
environment, unwittingly? Fireworks
manifest a selfish approach to pleasure.
The skyline is filled with burst of colours
but they have a sinister story to tell...

Air pollution levels rise by 6 to 10 per
cent during Diwali, with nitrous oxide
and sulphur dioxide levels rising
considerably. Noise pollution crosses the
acceptable level and there is also water,
air and land pollution. Unfortunate
instances of Injury and fatalities also
occur.

In the US, sale of fireworks is banned in
most states. In Canada, sparklers and
indoor fireworks are available to adults
with the 'Certificate of Competency'. In
Japan, minors cannot buy firecrackers
and other countries impose strict legal
controls on the sale and use of fireworks.
In India also the Supreme Court has
imposed certain restrictions on
manufacture and use of fireworks. But
strict implementation by the
Government leaves much to be desired
and these fireworks are available to
anyone, anywhere, anytime, without
any hindrance.

People, like good citizens, should adhere

2t DA e,
3R FRt HUAL
21 Y Rz,

Quseita s

I bow to you, O ! Auspicious Light !
And pray to you for the good and well
being, health, happiness and
prosperity of all. May you also
destroy the evil mind.

to the laws in their own interest.

The Diwali festival is associated with the
return of Lord Rama to Ayodhya after
spending fourteen years in the forests in
exile. Even though he was a king, Lord
Ram led an environment friendly life,
surrounded by abundant rivers, trees
and animals. We celebrate his arrival by
lighting and decorating homes and
markets.

Shouldn’t we all begin taking a small
step and give a thought to environment
and refuse to burst crackers?

Wishing you a safe, healthy, noiseless
and enjoyable Diwali...

ety

Kiran Bajaj
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Forest Awareness Rally was organized at Bateshwar in which students
of rural area took part in large numbers.
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» Forest Awareness Symposium was organized in which forest

officials of Firozabad, Shikohababd, Tundla and Jasrana took
part and discussed ways & means of collective partnership of
everybody for the survival and growth of forests.

Tree Plantation on World Forest Day were done in rural areas.
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On the occasion of 'World Water Day', five earthen pots symbolizing five
elements (Earth, Water, Air, Fire, Sky) were worshiped by rural women at
Bateshwar wishing for making this world free from all kinds of pollution
and for abundance of Water resources.
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It was a creative attempt to link ancient Hindu belief in five elements as
constituents of life of world to the modern context and crises faced by
humanity
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World Environment Day fareg gafarur fegw
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On June 5, Paryavaran Mitra organized several programmes
commemorating “World Environment Day” in village Fatehpur Karkha of
Shikohabad block. The main project undertaken was reviving of nearby
two hundred and fifty years old pond. A pledge for this was taken by all
villagers.
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& Paryavaran Mitra Parivar (PMP), Chennai observed the day by
initiating tree plantation drive at ASIRO-Age old Siddhars Indian
Research organization, Attampattu village.

@ Bhubneswar Pariwar celebrated the day with students of
Mahabodhi Society School, Bhubneswar and planted trees.
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Tree Plantation

Tree Plantation being done by Executive Director of Hind lamps A.P
Sharma on World Environment Day.
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PMP Cochin celebrated the day with St. Mary's U.P. School, Thevera.
Main activities were the Tree plantation and cleanliness drive. The School
has already avoided the use of polythene bags.
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'Van Mahotsava' was celebrated at village Chhatanpura under the joint
auspices of Paryavaran Mitra and Dept. of forest, Firozabad district. Local
community was made aware of the fact that they are the proud residents of
Braj Bhoomi which had been historically covered with forest area covered
of wvariety of flora and fauna. Now the entire region not only faces the
problem of ravishing forest cover but even trees and plant varieties are also
diminishing day by day making the region barren and dry.

g AEIT : ‘TR A G a7 [T 3 FgarT dcalqelT 3 SeTgRT
5 g7 G8ITd T TT | 377 Hlab UR SANTI bt g b Ty TAd e b
foret 98 a1 fetra 71T 136 & goryfar & (el & | 0o T 397 &7 bt
gsarT RAfY=T g & a7 9 & oft, et frasr e 78t &
BTV IR fohe gorgf gv et &1 Raref & ford mares e anfay |

3—




Paryavaran Mitra organized
an extensive plantation drive
at Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya, Guraiya Soyalpur.
More than 4500 plants of
different varieties were
planted.

The Vidyalaya also set up a
Rajiv Gandhi Smriti Van within
the campus with the objective
of encouraging tree plantation
drive. This park was
inaugurated by Kiran Bajaj.

As part of extensive tree plantation
drive underatken by PMP Nagpur,
Dr. Vedpraksh Mishra, Vice
Chacellor, Datta Meghe Institute of
Medical Science, Wardha planted a
sapling in front of Jankidevi Bajaj
Vigyan Mahavidyalaya. Earlier a
function was presided over by
Narayan Jaju.

» Total trees planted in Shikohabad area are 6474 in year
2006 by Paryavaran Mitra. This number is still increasing.

» 1225 trees of different varieties were planted in Vrindavan.
10 trees with protection guards were given to “Food for life”
Vrindavan for their plantation in “Parikrama Marg”.

» PMP Chandigarh did tree plantation on 2nd June, 2006
which got wide coverage in local newspapers.

» PMP Kolkata has conducted a plantation programme at
Dharmtala Garden. They also have taken a garden at
Dharmtala near KC Das.

» PMP Indore planted saplings at St. Vincent Pallotti School
premises.

» PMP Hyderbad planted and distributed saplings at
Dwaraka High School Domalguda, Hyderbad having
strength of 1000 students.

PMP Guwahati conducted a plantation of saplings.
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Environmental Awareness

PMP Patna took initiative for _
spreading details and &
objectives of Paryavaran Mitra = *
at Girls Middle School, Jamui.
On their motivation teachers’
of school took oath for
devoting one hour per day for
environmental education.

o

Tulsi and Neem both
contain antibiotic
properties. Both help
prevent not only air
pollution but also the
menace of mosquitoes.
Also they provide relief
to skin and cardiac

problems.

-_

PMP Kolkata organized an awareness programme in which banners
printed in local language were displayed and leaflets of objectives of
Paryavaran Mitra were distributed. Wall paintings were also made.
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“If the wars of this
century were fought
over oil, the wars of
the next century will

be fought over water”

- World Bank
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PMP Ahmedabad organized a gathering in Maharshi Ghosh Garden,
Naranpura of children of various age groups. Importance of plantation to
keep the city clean and green was emphasized.
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& PMP Mumbai undertook one day campaigning at Lalbaug,
Sewree, Mahim, Santacruz, Thane and other places.

@ PMP Raipur invoked environmental awareness in a
programme of World Food Programme of United Nations at
Jashpur, Dist. Chhattisgarh. In the gathering of school
teachers and block representatives of entire district,
continuous degradation of the environment causing global
warming, floods, deterioration of physical and mental health
were explained. An appeal was made for tree plantation,
control of the use of plastic bags and importance of water
purification.

@ PMP Chennai undertook a programme of creating
awareness at Marina beach.
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PMP Delhi had a whole row of pillars outside the office along the road
painted with environment protection message. This is being appreciated
by many inthe neighbourhood.
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Be aware of Dengue

Many diseases spread because of air, water pollution and
unhygienic conditions.

In open trash and drainage and stagnant water lot of
mosquitoes breed. Malaria has come back in India and now
with breeding of mosquitoes we have Dengue and
chickengunia. We do not have any vaccine and medicine for
these diseases.

We could have prevented these diseases very easily. Just by
keeping our surroundings clean. Now we are ready to waste
energy, time and money. Citizen's and Government have to
wake up and take firm steps to stop everything what causes
unhealthy conditions, otherwise there is no end to our
suffering.

Bajaj Electricals sponsored hoardings at Mumbai, Lucknow, Kanpur and
Nagpur carrying the message of keeping the gutters free from polythene
and garbage. “ADS Advertising Put Ltd” provided the sites free.
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Prevention

® Wear full sleeve clothes and trousers and socks.
® Keep office and residential areas clean & dry.

& Collection of water should not be allowed inside or around
home and office premises.

® Use mosquito repellant and mosquito net.
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Painting Compitition 3 werr uferanfran

PMP Hyderbad has conducted
painting/drawing competition in
Dwaraka High School, Domalguda
Hyderabad. Around 60 students
participated. The theme given was
“Mother Nature.”
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Pranay Garg

PMP Ahmedabad organised a
Drawing Competition at Vijaynagar
School three classes of 5th standard.
The children enthusiastically
participated. Prizes were given to three
best drawings in each class.

Jomil SR A Geiaifcd aed & | It

¥ 8419 938U W &l el Heki W Y gra
Bldie | AT el 3 cdald gad ST
g fHercitio |

PMP Mumabai had some excited
students of St. Xawiers School,

Santacruz participating in a painting>

competition. The prize winners proudly
displayed their certificates.
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& PMP Raipur organized a Drawing and Slogan competition & AR URAR 7 AR IR ARIHII ITaaR Aeafie dear
on 19th August, 2006 at Mayaram Surjan Govt. Girls H. e, iﬁ‘éﬁaﬁ:ﬁqm‘g\rﬁﬁ[qeﬁa‘[ Td TR Ui AT a1 s
School, Raipur. 45 selected students took part in three groups  fa5gr | Road ¥y =afig sEmEN 3 9y & 9 ¥ 9T R
of 15 each. Topics were: Misuse of Plastic & Pollution, Water o & . TEE SR s BT gewET’ el ey

pollution, ill effect of traffic pollution.
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Reega Sugar Co., Dhanukagram, Reega deserve all accolades
for undertaking commendable programmes for promoting
environment friendliness in and around their campus.

» 50,000 Jetrafa (an environment friendly plant) have been
planted in the campus, along the road and in farmer's fields.

» They have also sowed the seeds of Karanj in farmers' fields.
This alsois an organic DEEJAL plant.

» The mill has undertaken to revitalise 20 ponds by
deepening them. This would immensely help the villagers.

» The factory keeps holding regular get togethers of farmers
and make them understand the importance of environment
protection.
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Smt. Urmila Pasari has been taking keen interest in environment
protection formany years. This is her paradise.
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© Membership of Paryavaran Mitra is increasing. The total
number of member till the publication of this newsletter is
2389 with 4 Honorary Life Members, 26 Life members, 172
Patron members and 2187 Ordinary Members.

They live & even die for nature

While crores of rupees and trillions of dollars are spent
throughout the world to propagate environment protection,
there is one faith or religion, perhaps the only one in the
world, which is wholly and solely devoted to nature and
promotes conservation as the objective of human life. They
are the Bishnois in Rajasthan. In the year 1730, over 300
Bishnois laid down their lives while trying to save their trees
from being hacked by a king's men. For over half a
millennium, the Bishnois lived by the 29 rules and evolved
their lifestyle into a religion that fiercely protects the
environment. Some of the rules are:

@ Never cuta young free.

@ Bury your dead simply to save on the wood.

@ Protect wildlife to maintain soil fertility and hold balance of
life forms.

@ Conserve water by building tanks everywhere.
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Second Anniversary Celebration-Shikohabad

Paryavaran Mitra celebrated its 2nd Anniversary by organizing
aone day awareness camp for Bio-Fertilizer at village Bakalpur
in collaboration with KVIC, Zonal Office, Meerut.

Farmers and women folk took
part in large numbers from the
nearby villages. S.K. Sharma,
Development Officer, Bio-
Technology, explained to the
gathering of farmers about
the necessity of using Bio-
fertilizers instead of
chemical fertilizer. He
explained in detail the
various methods of
preparing Bio-fertilizer.

A.P Verma, Dy. Director y 2 @
expressed plan of KVIC ' %
which provide assistance for
establishing rural industry

costing up to 25lakhs. Zar Ol

Paryavaran Mitra, Secretary,
Dr Subodh Dubey emphasized
the need of such camps and
requested the farmers to come
forward for the future training
programmes, which PM. will
organize.

On this occasion Gram
Pradhan Smt. Urmila Devi
expressed her thanks to all
speakers, guests and
participants and requested all
present to adopt and use Bi-
fertilizer.

-~

Chief guest Ram Avtar
Raman, S.D.M., Shikohabad
lauded the efforts of PM. and
appreciated the initiative @D ATBRI 15T/
taken by it in the direction of propagation of Bio-fertilizer. He
also promised all help in this cause. Proceeding were
conducted by Shashikant Pandey.

Fertilizer.

There were also drawing and debate competitions in the
schools of Mainpuri, Shikohabad & Ferozabad. The students
enthusiastically participated.

Paryavaran Mitra, Dr. Subodh Dubey, Hind Lamps Parisar,
Shikohabad-205141 Phone: (05676) 238797, 9837885143

E-mail: hindlamps@sify.com

Mumbai Unit: Paryavaran Mitra, K. Raghunath, Bajaj Electricals
Limited, M.G. Road, Mumbai-400001 Phone: (022) 22043733
E-mail: paryavaran_mitra@bajajelectricals.com

Website: www.paryavaranmitra.com

—9

Shri Ramavtar Raman, Dy. Collector, Shikohabad was the Chief Guest at a one day
awareness camp for Bio-Fertilizer at village Bakalpur in collaboration with KVIC, A § arreff ot F 2y o

The farmers attentively listening to the process of making various types of Bio-
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The second Anniversary of Paryavaran Mitra was celebrated
in Mumbai on 22nd September 2006. Bittu Sahgal, the well
known environmentalist who has been practicing and
propagating environment protection for over 30 years and is
actively involved in the 'Project Save the Tiger'. Was the chief
guest He is also the editor and
publisher of the magazine
'Sanctuary'and ‘Cub’.

The Kamalnayan Bajaj Hall at

J
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Bajaj Bhawan was overflowing
with the audience. The whole
venue had an ambience of
environment friendliness.

Akshay Deshpande welcomed
the guests. Paromita rendered
a song of nature especially
written for the occasion by the
noted poet and writer Prof.
Nandlal Pathak (The poem
appears on page 12).
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Kiran Bajaj, President of
Paryavaran Mitra added her
word of welcome. She
mentioned that 24th

Chief guest Bittu Sahgal with Paryavaran Mietra President- Kiran Bajaj and
CMD of Bajaj Electricals -Shekhar Bajaj
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September being a Sunday, |
the anniversary function had / {
to be advanced to22nd which
incidentally was the birthday I
of her father-in-law Shri
Ramkrishna Bajaj. “It was
only due to encouragement
and suggestion by him many
years back to undertake work
on environment that I was
inspired to start this
movement.,” she said. She _ !
then made a power point e & f 4
presentation enumerating <P H -
various activities during the O -
last two years. While she was
happy that there were over
2400 members, yet in terms of
activities, much ground has to
be covered. She said that just as the charity begins at home,
first we must take care of our immediate surroundings at place
of work and residence. “Once enough is done at our end as
also our dealers and vendors, then only we shall approach
other corporates.” she added

She was extremely happy that Bittu Sahagal had agreed to be
with us as Chief Guest. She said that she looked forward to his
association with this movement and guidance for Paryavaran
Mitra activities.

Bittu Sahgal expressed his pleasure to be at this function and
appreciated the work and mission of Paryavaran Mitra. He
also said that he would be glad to be associated with
Paryavaran Mitra.

Bittu Sahgal seems to be mighty pleased receiving eco-friendly Kit of PM as
atoken of appreciation for his presence.
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He then made an impressive slide presentation on “Save the
Tiger”. He very interestingly showed as to how all creatures
live in perfect harmony and follow the laws of nature. He felt
that “when lots of us do little, lots get done”. When things
do not happen as per our expectation, we should not feel
depressed. Bittu said he loved working with children with an
average age of 12 years. He tells them that they are born with
Magic Eyes but as they get older, they develop cataract and
stop seeing and feeling the various pollutions happening
around them. He tells them
that if we build big malls and
huge factories, but the tiger,
elephants and other animals
perish, the forests are cut, the
rivers are polluted, will the
future generation respect us as
we respect persons like
Gandhiji, Vinoba Bhave etc.
“Environment protection in
fact is patriotism in action
Saving the tiger is nothing but
saving ourselves and our
future generation”, he
averred.

Citing pertinent examples
about the inter dependence of
living beings, he said, “Nature
has great balancing factor. The
plants breathe out oxygen.
Humans need oxygen to
survive. If there are no plants who give out oxygen, humans
will die. Similarly, humans exhale carbon dioxide, which
plants need to survive. Thus, both the humans and plants
need each other”.

He continued “All animals (humans beings excluded), follow
the laws of nature. They do not make judgement on whether
an action is right or wrong. The tiger eats the deer. The deer
eats the grass. In case the tigers die then the population of
dears will increase, which will result in the shortage of grass
and the balance of nature will be disturbed. Similar is the
relationship between bees and the flowers. Similarly insects
are eaten by frogs. Frog is eaten by snakes. Yet there is no
enmity among them.

Reinforcing his belief in the children who can act as catalysts
of taking the movement forward, he said. “I interact with over
one million children. I tell them that there is only one animal
in the world that has the technology to damage the world and
that is the man. Why is it that no animal causes harm to the
environment” he asked?

Narrating a heart rending example of man's commercial
exploits leading to destruction of animal life, he said , “The
female sea turtle lays the eggs on the beach and disappears in
the sea never to return. When the eggs hatch, the new born by
instinct moves towards the light emitted by the stars and into
the water. Unfortunately, the presence of artificial light
misguides them to move in the opposite direction and away
from the sea. In the process they die, in thousands”

“One does not need to be a great scientist to know thatif there
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Bittu Sahgal took the audience to a 30 minute captivating journey through
the eco-balance among the flora-fauna and animal life.
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is the great Indian bird in the forest, the forest is healthy. If
there exists a tiger that means there exists the deer, the
monkey and other animals and with that tree and water”.

“In a place like Mumbai, 25000 flamingos come there every

winter. We may think the
marshland is useless but the
flamingos find required food,
hence they come there”.

Briefing about the “Project
Tiger', he said “Project Tiger
was started in 1973 by the
support of Smt Indira Gandhi.
Between 1973 and 1983 the
tiger population substantially
increased. Unfortunately after
that the focus has been lost
and the tiger population is
dwindling”.

Summing up the
presentation, Bittu Sahgal
appealed to all those present
to ensure in their own smal
ways that this delicate balance
of nature and the
interrelationship of plants and
animals is never endangered.

“Shekhar Bajaj mentioned
about his recent visit to New
Zealand with 250 dealers,
distributors with family where
they saw environment
protection being practiced
and got all to commit
themselves to environment
protection in their own
surroundings. He thanked
Bittu Sahgal and all
Paryavaran Mitras in the
audience and presented to
Bittu Sahgal a stuffed toy
sheep he had brought from
New Zealand ”.

Munira Chudasama-President of LMC Ladies Wing, Prof. Nandlal
Pathak and Chetna Galal Sinha, recipient of IMC Ladies Wing Janakidevi
Bajaj Puraskar were among many eminent personalities who joined the
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(r-) Shekhar Bajaj, Kiran Bajaj, Bittu Sahgal and Mukul
(319 %) SIGR G, faR0T A, [ FETeT 3R et STeard.
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